BATSFORD ARBORETUM & GARDENS                                             TUESDAY 28 JULY 2026 
Gloucestershire

Established in the late 19th century, the arboretum is renowned for its extensive collection of trees and shrubs, influenced by the travels of Algernon Bertram Freeman-Mitford, the 1st Lord Redesdale in Asia, particularly in China and Japan.  Mitford aimed to create a "wild" landscape that mimicked the natural plantings he observed during his travels.  He also transformed the grounds into a unique garden, planting exotic trees and shrubs, focusing on bamboos and other species from Asia.  His efforts established one of the foremost collections of its time, many of which still exist in the arboretum today. 

The Arboretum itself is situated on a hillside and may prove a challenge to less mobile visitors but The Visitor Centre is designed to be accessible to everyone. Inside you will find the Arboretum Entrance, Garden, Gift Shop and Garden Terrace Café all on one level as well as disabled toilets. 
 
The café always offers a meat, fish, vegetarian and vegan dish as well as freshly made sandwiches, paninis and soup.  Gluten free options are also available. A huge range of cakes and snacks are available throughout the day.

About 25% of the Arboretum is accessible by manual wheelchairs, smaller electrically powered wheelchairs and mobility scooters. We recommend that users stick to the main Tarmac drive through the centre of the arboretum

The price of this trip is £ 23.00 per person
To join this visit, please send the completed booking form together with an SAE and cheque made payable to Thornbury U3A Garden Visits Group to Jessie Goodbrand, 23 Stoneystile Road, Alveston, BS35 3NG  (01454 412446)

Pick Ups: 0830 The Anchor Pub, Morton;  0840 Rock Street;  0845 Leisure Centre bus stop;  
0850 The Ship, Alveston; 0900 Falfield bus stop

Journey time approx 2¼ hours incl comfort stop     Depart 1545 for return to Thornbury about 1800, traffic permitting


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


BATSFORD ARBORETUM & GARDENS                                                          BOOKING FORM

Name(s): ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………… Mobile/landline: ……….……………………

Address(es): …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………  Postcode: ………………….

Please book ……. places at £…….…. each                   SAE and cheque for £ ………………… enclosed

Pick up place(s)*………………………………………
*If more than one pick up required, please indicate with initials of those joining at each stop
