BICTON PARK BOTANICAL GARDENS                                              THURSDAY 2 JULY 2026 Budleigh Salterton, Devon

Bicton Park Botanical Gardens is home to many rare and endangered plants with origins from all parts of the world, including one of the finest tree collections in Britain. Meticulously cared for by a dedicated team of gardeners, Bicton ensures that each distinct area is tended to, allowing visitors to fully appreciate the botanical interests. Spanning 64 acres, the expansive grounds and gardens offer a landscape that transforms with the passing seasons.
The Italian Garden remains the world-renowned centrepiece of Bicton whilst the Rose Garden is flanked by an array of Salvias and Dahlias. The American & Steam Garden provides rich colour throughout the year and the Mediterranean Garden provides the best testing ground for plants that could thrive in the UK’s climate. The magnificent Palm House is one of the world’s most beautiful garden buildings.  Above the rockery stands a Grade II listed circular Shell House constructed from irregular lumps of flint. St Mary’s Church has been a key feature of the Bicton landscape since 1850. 
The Countryside Museum and Lister Engine display is well worth visiting: they feature a huge collection of exhibits that mirror the changes to village life, farming, horticulture, social history and rural crafts during the first half of the 20th century.   The museum has photos of royal visits to and artefacts from the Lister factory at Dursley.
There is an option for individuals to ride on the Woodland Railway (25min journey), bookable at the gardens on the day itself:  £4.00 Adults, £3.50 Concessions (NOT included in the trip price)
The Orangery Restaurant offers an extensive array of choices ranging from light snacks to full meals. 

The price of this trip is £28.50 per person including entry to gardens and museum


To join this visit, please send the completed booking form together with an SAE and cheque(s) made payable to Thornbury U3A Garden Visits Group to Stella Taylor, 23 Greenleaze Close, Downend, Bristol BS16 6LW  (Tel: 07513 258295)

Pick ups:  0830 The Anchor, Gloucester Rd;  0835 Rock Street;  0840 Leisure Centre bus stop;  
0845 The Ship, Alveston; 0855 The Tump, Almondsbury 
                         
Journey time approx 2¼ hours incl comfort stop      Depart 1600 for return to Thornbury about 1745, traffic permitting


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


BICTON PARK BOTANICAL GARDENS                                                          BOOKING FORM

Name(s): ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………… Mobile/landline: ……….……………………

Address(es): …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………  Postcode: ………………….

Please book ……. places at £…….…. each                   SAE and cheque for £ ………………… enclosed

Pick up place(s)*………………………………………
*If more than one pick up required, please indicate with initials of those joining at each stop
